
TURKEY 12 GROUP MEMOIR - PREFACE 

This group memoir of the twelfth cohort of volunteers to be sent over to Turkey (aka Turkey-12) 

was inspired by the 50
th

 anniversary of the US Peace Corps, which was established by President 

John F. Kennedy in 1961. Composed by a widely-dispersed, loosely-affiliated network of 

returned Peace Corps Volunteers (RPCVs) who became re-acquainted more than 46 years after 

setting out on their 2-year journey in summer 1965, it offers an intimate glimpse into what was to 

become for most of us a game-changing, cultural (and even psychological) awakening and a 

remarkable influence on the years that followed. 

Actually, there are two stories here. One is the many personal memoirs (some contributed by 

couples) that share truly singular experiences – arriving at training in Portland, Oregon from all 

across the States, from urban and rural communities, with different educational exposures, 

ranging in age from 19 to 70 – and being assigned to sites from one end of Turkey to the other. 

The second offers a group perspective – the story of how we bonded in training and came to 

share so many common experiences, not only in Turkey but in the decades that followed our 

return to the States in 1967.  

Clearly, this sojourn, this window of shared time left its stamp on all of us. The imprint is 

apparent in the RPCV’s colorful narratives and in the scores of images that many of the amateur 

photographers among us contributed that help put a face on both their own personal memoirs and 

collectively paint a picture of what it was like to have lived this story. That said, the authors (and 

editor) have tried not to pull many punches. While we have accentuated the positive – which is 

mainly the taste that lingers after more than four decades – we have also stoked memories of the 

less exhilarating aspects of life as PCVs, albeit passed along sans vitriol, snarkiness or meanness 

of spirit (we hope). 

The memoir consists of: 1) an introduction that captures the demographics of T-12, gives an in-

depth feel for the rigorous, yet fun-filled 4-month training we received and outlines some of the 

problems that became apparent in the program’s design and implementation – even before 

volunteers from this cohort arrived in Turkey to report to their respective assignments; 2) 

separate personal memoirs contributed by roughly a third of the group that made it through 

training (some of whom chose to re-train for a PC assignment in another country or left Turkey 

early after their assignment either crumbled or failed to materialize); 3) a retrospective, which 

recaps our work and international living experiences against the program’s formal goals and 

highlights PCV travel both throughout Turkey as well as within the region (which due to Peace 

Corps policy at the time, precluded us from traveling to Greece or any other European country 

that would likely make for awkward explaining back in Washington DC.); and 4) an epilogue 

that explores how the Peace Corps experience influenced our lives over the ensuing 45 years – a 

self-discovery that may not have been fully revealed had it not been for the reunion weekend we 

spent together in late September 2011. 

I feel compelled to add one final personal note to all those who contributed to this memoir – even 

through nothing more than an email, an already blurry photograph scanned at low resolution, a 

video-Skype exchange or a phone call weighing in on the whereabouts of a reclusive T-12 

group-mate. Serving as guide in putting this essay together – nudging, cajoling and seducing 

dozens of people of a certain age, many of whom I had barely interacted with since we left 

Portland in 1965 – turned out to be a thoroughly enjoyable re-education for me. Also, special 
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thanks to my co-editors (Elliot Eisenberg, Eileen McCarthy and Tony Whitehead), who 

conferred on numerous strategy discussions and reviewed countless drafts for accuracy, 

thoroughness and tone. Lastly, this memoir benefits significantly from others who dug deep into 

their photo collections (and even reached out to our former Turkish teachers) to obtain and pass 

along iconic images of this phenomenal experience – including: Katy Ahearn, Karen (Darby) 

Sullivan, Scout (Fritzell) Hanhan, Cathy (Jorgensen) McCutcheon and Eileen McCarthy. Let it 

not be said that “no good deed goes unpunished” within Turkey-12. I love you all more than I 

ever knew! 

        Warren Master, Editor 
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