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An Unexpected Development 

My most memorable activity came as an accidental result of being 

retrained to teach English. Having been originally assigned to work in 

tuberculosis control in Gültepe, Istanbul, I was now to go to the Gazi 

Institute in Ankara. Founded by Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, the venerable 

institution was dedicated to the training of schoolteachers to the end of 

transforming Turkish society from the roots up – along the lines of 

Western ideals and culture. Classical music was an especially big deal to 

Atatürk and Izmet Inönü (his successor as president of the young republic), 

and they made sure that there would be a serious music department (as well as a symphony hall 

downtown) in the newly-built capital. Thus it was that one day, without any previous 

notification, I was summoned to a meeting. "Profesör wants to talk to you." This was Eduard 

Zuckmayer, the notable pianist (http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eduard_Zuckmayer), who had been 

the head of the department since its founding. He together with his friend the composer Paul 

Hindemith having exited Nazi Germany under duress, were among those who had contributed to 

the cultural formation of the new Turkey. (Hindemith would go on to create a new music 

department at Yale - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Hindemith.) I was 

a bit awed to find myself teaching Mozart sonatas to these kids – in 

Turkish. (Don't recall teaching the Turkish march...) Anyway I found the 

students to be very sweet and serious about the task, and I got to do it on 

an Erard grand! 

 

Penny & Matt Revisiting Istanbul in 2004 

What follows is a brief pictorial account of a visit 

Penny Field and Matt made to the North Gallery of the Aya Sofia mosque 

in Istanbul in May 2004 – roughly 37 years after leaving Turkey as PCVs. 

Here’s Matt in the North Gallery trying to explain to a passerby where the 

camera should be held for the best shot. They were so attentive to his 

instruction, that they took this photo. Then the wait while the two 

gentlemen to Matt’s right completed their geze gezmek (looksee) and 

(finally) decided to move to a new vantage point.  

Whether in celebration of Atatürk’s Youth Day, or just a normal practice, 

the Aya Sofia was filled with impressive projects executed by school 

children of all ages. Here’s Penny in the upstairs gallery which was once 

reserved for the Empress. This time the project was 

to design a gown fit for a queen, and some of the 

offerings were blown up to life size proportions. 

You can better see the Empress’s viewing point in this picture of Matt. 

Downstairs, Matt found the project that he liked best, a throne bound for 

outer space. Since our arrival he had been expounding his theory on the 

futuristic design concepts found in the architectural execution of mosques; so 

this student’s effort fell right into place. Once Matt was convinced to climb 
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on board for a picture – the flooring was a bit uncertain in the stability department – others 

followed with glee. Not only were the displays provided by school children, but many groups 

were also there to learn. It was heart-warming to share the experience with them. 


